JUNE, 1876. 


THE MONTH. 
Tue difficulties of the Eastern question seem to increase rather than diminish ; and 
the assassination of the Consuls of France and Germany at Salonica by Mussulmans 
is one of many facts which indicate the gravity of the crisis now impending. It is 
3 hard indeed, just now, to judge whether the Christian or the Mohammedan subjects 
of the Porte the most imperil its authority, and tend the most to bring about the 
: downfall of its sway. Whilst the former assert persistently their determination no 
longer to submit to Turkish rule, and declare that their grievances are such as admit 
of no remedy but severance from Ottoman dominion, the latter violently oppose all 
concession to their claims, and regard even the reforms which the Government, at 
the instance of the European Powers, is prepared to sanction, as treason to the 
Moslem faith. The greatest excitement prevails not only in such outlying terri- 
toxies as Damascus and Beyrout, but even in the capital itself. And if under the 
very eye of the Government Moslem fanaticism can hardly be restrained, much more 
N must the Christian inhabitants of distant provinces be exposed to violence and out- 
rage. At Salonica it was deemed prudent to postpone the funeral of the murdered 
consuls until a strong body of troops could be collected to enforce order, and similar 
precautions in other districts have been found desirable. Meanwhile a difference of 
opinion bas arisen amongst the Powers, whose diplomatic intervention between 
Turkey and her revolted subjects has hitherto been most effective. Not only has 
England decided to stand apart from the united action of the three great empires of 
_ Europe, bat Austria has to some extent separated herself both from Germany and 
~ Russia, or rather, these two Powers are in favour of further concessions to the insur- 
“ gents than were implied in Count Andrassy’s note. Under these circumstances, the 
conferences at Berlin having terminated, another meeting of the signatory Powers is 
said to be in contemplation. A change of Ministry at Constantinople adds to the 
general uncertainty, and gives new occasion for distrust. It is, no doubt, prudent 
that in this state of things England should not commit herself to united action with 
the Continental States. The Sultan’s Government is placed between two fires, either K 
of which might at any time effect its absolute destruction. On the one hand, any 
determined refusal to accede to the propositions of Russia, Germany, and Austria, 
would probably bring about an armed intervention on the part of those Powers, and 
involve the Porte in a ruinous and fatal war; on the other, any bold and vigorous 
attempt honestly to carry out those propositions might as probably stir up the whole 
Moslem population to open and successful insurrection. We incline, therefore, to 
believe that our Government acts wisely in declining to identify itself with the 
course of policy pursued by other States, and especially with Russian purposes and 
aims. It is impossible now that we should repeat, as a nation, the policy of twenty 
years ago, and take up arms to defend the integrity of Turkey; it is equally im- 
possible that we should knowingly subserve any schemes for Russian conquest or | 
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‘or should be) mainly by a regard to British interests alone. To further these effec- 

tively, that action must be independent ; and whilst undoubtedly we should shrink 

from advising the Sultan to refuse the proposals or resist the intervention of the 

Powers, we decline to assume a position which might at any time compel us, against 
, both our interests and our will, to take up arms for their enforcement. 


The French Chambers have again assembled, and, after a stormy and somewhat 
vigorous debate, have, as was foreseen, rejected the proposal for an indiscriminating 
amnesty. The crimes of the Communistic leaders were, in many respects, too 
flagrant to be regarded merely as political offences, or as excesses which might be 
palliated, if not excused, by any provocations previously given, or any violence of 
political or party feeling. They were emphatically sins against society, and society 
now stigmatizes them as such, and marks ite reprobation of their character. It was 
especially desirable that a verdict to this effect should be given under the present . 
Government, and by the present French Assembly. Prior to the late elections, and 
under a somewhat reactionary Cabinet, there was no fear that undue indulgence 
would be shown to the Communists; rather was it to be apprehended that undue 
severity would be resorted to, that no discrimination would be exercised, and that 
the word itself would be employed as a bugbear to terrify weak minds, to uphold a 
rigorous and repressive policy, and to deter France from entering upon a course of 
rational and solid progress. Such apprehensions were warranted by actual facts; and 
now that another line of policy has been adopted, it was well that the leaders of the 
nation, desirous really to consolidate and develop the Republic and free institutions 
generally, should show practically that their aims and principles had no sympathy 
with those of the Commune. The large majority against the motion of M. Raspail ‘a 
has clearly manifested this; but, in accordance with the rational and moderate . 
counsels now in the ascendant, the Government intimates that clemency will be 
shown towards the less prominent and culpable offenders. Two very significant de- 
bates have taken place in the General Committee of the Budget—the first relating to 
the question whether France should still be represented by an ambassador at the 
Papal Court ; and the second, whether the Budget of Public Worship should be sup- 
pressed,—in other worda, whether the Church should or should not remain connected ~« 
with the State. Both these proposals were rejected, but the first mainly on the 
ground of being for the present inopportane,” and not imperatively called for. The , s 
second was rejected by a large majority; but in the discussion the Romish Church | 
was spoken of as a focus of rebellion both against the State and society itself. Such 
debates show the tone and tendency of French sentiment in influential quarters. — 

More than ever is it now needful that French statesmen, whose eyes are opened to ö 
the evils caused and perpetuated by the Church of Rome, should better understand 
the principles of scriptural Christianity; and it devolves on Evangelical Christians 
in France especially to maintain the great truth that the Gospel pf Christ tends and 
is designed, not to degrade, but to elevate mankind—not to bring the people into 
bondage to a priesthood, but only to be servants to Him who truly, in all respects, 
makes His people free. Protestantism, in France, has thus a special mission to 
fulfil, and its struggles, on the one hand with the Romish clergy, and on the other 
with the Rationalists nominally within its own communion, have a special interest 
for Evangelical Christians, of whatever country or name. Rumours of mutual con- 
cession between the two opposing parties which now divide the Protestant Church _ | 
established in France, have, of late, been somewhat rife, and projects by which both 
_ sides might be enabled, without open antagonism, to adjust their respective relations 
with the State, and to carry out its provisions for the common regulation of the 
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Church, have, of late, been freely spoken of; but we are glad to learn, from the most 
reliable and recent sources, that the Evangelicals are decided to concede nothing 
which would involve any sacrifice of their distinctive principles, or unduly abridge 
the freedom of their action in the time to come. They have an important position 
resolution to maintain it. 

The sudden death of M. Ricard, the late Minister of the Interior in France, 
will be regretted by all right-minded and honourable men, of whatever party in the 
State. Moderate in his views, yet sincerely attached to the Republic, he honestly 
strove so to carry out its principles as to make it work effectively in the interests both 
of order and of freedom. The appointment of M. de Marobre, a decided Liberal, as 
hie successor, shows that the President is resolved to discharge the duties of his 
high office apart from all personal predilections, and within the lines which the 
Constitution has marked out. Marshal MacMahon thereby gains in popularity, 
and, amidst the strife of rival and conflicting parties, it is no small matter that 
the nation is delivered from any fear of coups d'état, and that men of opposing views 
alike repose confidence in the patriotism and the uprightness of the chief of the 
Executive. 

The Uliramontane party are just now highly indignant at the project of law 
introduced by the Minister of Instruction for granting University degrees. By this 
project, the new Romish Colleges, so recently established, will be debarred from 
themselves exercising this power, which will be vested in a board of examiners 
appointed by the State. This is a heavy blow to the clericals, since it goes far to 


neutralize the advantages which the establishment of these Ultramontane universities 


was intended to secure. Liberty of superior instruction, in the mouths of the 
clergy and their advocates, means simply liberty to indoctrinate the rising generation 
of the middle and upper classes with the special tenets of the Church of Rome. 
But the power of conferring degrees being taken from the ecclesiastics, as such, takes 
also from parents the chief motives to send their sons to colleges under exclusive 
priestly supervision. Hence the wrath of the Ultramontanes, and especially of the 
French prelates, who have deputed two Cardinal-Archbishops to convey to the 
Government the expression of their astonishment and grief. It is not, however, 
anticipated that these remonstrances will avail to change the purpose of the Ministry. 
The Government that passed the Education Bill was one devoted to the priesthood, 
but the statesmen now in power will do their best to neutralize its aims. ~~ 


Once more another Constitution has been passed for Spain, and the article for 
religious toleration has received the sanction of the Cortes. Despite the opposition 
of the priests and the menaces uttered by the Vatican; notwithstanding, too, the 
disfavour with which this article is known to be regarded by the Royal Family 
itself, it has been carried in the Legislature by 226 votes against only 39! True, 
this concession to the spirit of the times goes no further than to give to non-Catholics 
the right of worship with closed doors; but when we recollect that the Government 
under which it has been carried is largely a reactionary one, it is clear that it is 
the general fedling of the people, truly represented in the Cortes, which; in the face 
of such determined opposition, has so triumphantly carried this enactment. No 
doubt, the principle thus recognized falls far short of what we mean by religious 
freedom; doubtless, also, it will not long suffice, even for the latitude of Spain. But, 
under present circumstances, it is all that could be hoped for. What the clergy 
wanted was absolute “religious unity”—in other words, all Protestant com- 


munities, as such, should be broken up, and Protestants n 
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Now, however, for the first time, and instead of this, the Government of Spain 
recognizes the existence of non-Catholic communions, and acknowledges that, provided 
they do not “insult” the dominant religion, or too prominently obtrude their own 
upon the public eye, they have, at least, a right to that existence. The Vatican, 
indeed, is still unwilling to relinquish its grasp upon the realm of King Alphonso, 
and coosultations are even now taking place at Rome amongst the Cardinals upon 
the course to be pursued. It is not wonderful that the Ultramontanes should be loth 
to give up a nation which has for ages been the strongest of all the strongholds of 
Papal tyranny and superstition. We apprehend, however, that the intrignes now 
veing carried on with the view of repealing this new eleventh Article of the Spanish 
Constitution will most indubitably fail. Spain demands, and will receive, in the 
crisis through which she is now passing, the sympathies of all who prize as they 
ought the inestimable* blessings of civil and religious freedom. 


Parliamentary proceedings were last month somewhat wanting in their usual 
interest. The agitation on the subject of the Royal Titles Bill has subsided, and no 
measure of national moment occupies its place. There have, however, been discus- 
sions of an apimated kind on questions not without importance in both Houses. 
In the Upper House, the speeches of the two archbishops on Earl Granville’s resolu- 
tions on the law of burial evinced their own conviction that, on this matter, some 
concession must, ere long; be made, and the Duke of Richmond and Lord Salisbury, 
as representing the Government, did not dispute the view thus taken by the prelates. 
The Government defeat on Mr. Richard Smyth’s resolution, affirming the expediency 
of probibiting altogether the sale in Ireland of intoxicating liquors on the Sunday, 
must be attributed wholly to themselves. Public opinion in Ireland on this subject, 
is greatly in advance of that of England, and the nation, as a whole, is in favour of 
closing public houses for the whole of Sunday. If this be so, what valid reason can 
there be for refusing their request? The argument here against such an enactment 
—and the sole argument of any weight at all—is that it would be in opposition to 
the wishes of a numerous section of the people. But if the Irish nation demand the 
change, why should a measure, in itself so desirable, be opposed or thwarted by the 
Government? The fact is, that the Ministry would not consider the matter on its 
own intrinsic merits. They feared, that if once they sanctioned such a measure, the 
agitation on its behalf might extend to England, and an inconvenient precedent be 
established for a similar enactment here——a contingency which might compromise 
their position with the licensed victuallers. This decision on their part, is much to 


be regretted. We apprehend, however, that the Irish demand must, sooner or later, 


be conceded. Such a law is now in force for Scotland, where it works well ; it is 


therefore, no new and untried experiment, and if demanded by the people, cannot, 
with reason, be opposed. 


Our religious anniversaries have, this year, not been wanting either in their 
usual interest, or in tokens that the special aims and ends they represent are, year 
by year, increasingly appreciated by British Christians ; gaining stronger hold upon 
their sympathies ; and receiving from them a larger amount both of pecuniary 


support and practical co-operation. Trade and commerce have, of late, experienced 


a remarkable depression; yet, notwithstanding this, the income of most of the larger 


_ Societies has notably increased. This is especially true of the Bible and the Mis- 


sionary Societies, which stand in the forefront of the hosts of our aggressive Chris- 
tianity, and which are girding themselves with new yigour for the conflict every- 
and sin. The income of the Bible Society has been larger 
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than in any previous year of its existence, the total receipts amounting to £222,320, 
whilst the circulation of the Saqed Soriptures is constantly increasing, especially 
amongst the Roman Catholic populations of the Continent. No better proof of the 
society's usefulness could be given or desired. From India, too, there are chéering 
indications that the Word of God is receiving, amongst the educated Hindus, a 
. larger measure of attention; that numbers, not professing Christianity, read it with 
' constancy and care and that sure, though silent, influences are at work which are 
gradually preparing our great Oriental Empire for the more general reception of the 
Gospel. On this point, the report of the Church Missionary Society gives valuable 
evidence, showing that the native pastorate has much increased, and that augmented 
zeal and activity in making known the truth mark the conduct of the native 
Christians. The income of this society has, during the year, reached nearly 200,000. 
Statistics, however, afford but imperfect data for judging of the actual progress of 
moral and spiritual enlightenment ; and more practical evidence on this point is 

. afforded by facts like that mentioned by Sir Bartle Frere, who affirmed that in 

- districts where, forty years since, no white man would have dared to show himself, 
European mjssionaries of all denominations, without let or hindrance, were now 
earnestly and fully engaged in making known the truths of Christianity. Nor are 
the prospects which open up before our brethren of the London, the Wesleyan, and 
the Baptist Missionary Societies, one whit the less encouraging. It is, however, 
matter for regret that in many parts, especially of India, the missionaries find one 
English clergy. ' 

. Whilst the labours of those societies whose sphere of operations is in foreign 
lands have thus received no small share of public attention, it is satisfactory to find 
that this has not been in the least to the neglect of those numerous and important 
associations whose field of action is at home. The anniversaries of theve societies 
have been largely and influentially attended, and ample testimony borne to the value 
of those evangelistic agencies with which our country is now permeated. Yet, after 
all, whether we regard the field of labour at home or abroad, after all that has been 
done, and is doing, we are constrained to assent to the truth of the statement that, 

= whilst “the harvest truly is plenteous, the labourers are few.” Much, undoubtedly, 

1 there is in every land, to arouse Christians to renewed and vigorous exertion. Oppor- 

| tunities for sowing good seed ate abundant, and the enemy is busily engaged in 

; sowing tares. Even in our land, men proſesring to be teachers of the Gospel, are, as 

the Earl of Shaftesbury affirmed, more especially in remote and secluded districts, 
exercising all their influence to bring back our simple peasantry to the doctrines and 
practices of Rome. It is in the union of British Christians in one compact phalanx— 
the hearty co-operation of all who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth, in 
resisting the assaults alike of superstition and of unbelief that, under God, the future 
hope and safety of this country lie. In this direction the Evangelical Alliance has 
ample scope and motive for exertion, and we direct the attention of our readers to its 
at the of the Cicb, on the 


18th ult. 


The Religious Tract Society and the Christian public have sustained a severe 
Joss in the decease of Dr. George Henry Davis. As the indefatigable and highly- 
valued Secretary of that organization, and also as an influential and devoted member 
of the Council of the Evangelical Alliance, Dr. Davis had long occupied a pro- 
minent position in the sphere of Christian and evangelical activity, and his labours in 


— — - —ů— v—umö 
— 
> 


166 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


(June 1, 1976. 


Devoted, discreet, and energetic, be possessed peculiar qualifications for the office 
which, for nearly twenty-one years, in connection with the Tract Society, he so 
honourably filled. To increase the usefulness of that society, to extend its opera- 
tions in every department, all his efforts were directed. Nor was he less active in his 
sympathies with the cause of Christian union, which ever found in him a segacious 
counsellor, and a warm and zealous advocate. Dr. Davis had been for some time in 


failing health, but his actual 


from this life was sudden. His loss, in many 


sections of the Christian Church, will be long and painfully felt. 


Foreign 


FRANCE. 


| From our own Correspondent. 
| Paris, May 18, 1876. 
PROTESTANT ANNIVERSARIES IN PARIS. 
_ Remarkable reports and satisfactory sitaa- 
nals of the series of May meetings just closed. 
They were more numerously attended than 


tion,—such is the summary given by the jour- | 


last year; bat we long for the breath of the 


It offered prizes for original tracts last year ; 


‘forty-one manuscripts came in, but none were 


equal to what was hoped; one, however, re- 
ceived a prize, and others, after remodelling, 
will be printed. New editions of eighty- 
three old tracts have also been made. The 
Almanach des bons Conseils had one or two al- 


lusions to, or insinuations against, Romanism, 


Spirit of God to animate this kind of and the Government refused the stamp; the 
meetings—for man to decrease, and Christ | pages objected to were removed, and the 
to be in all exalted. The closing meeting for stamp was granted, but too late to secure the 
the Lord's Supper was very goo. usual large sale; 117,000 were printed, nearly 

The Bible Society of France was the first to all are sold. The Ami de la Jeunesse, the 
meet, presided over by M. Theodore Vernes. society’s illustrated journal, has 2,350 sub- 
The receipts were 46,192fr.; expenditure, scribers. The society has sold 7,000 of its 
41,462fr. It bas eight colporteurs in Paris, books. The receipts have been 66,746fr., 
and five in the environs ; 27,501 copies of and the expenditure 66,685fr. It has found 
the Scriptures were put iuto circulation during the experiment of associating its work with 
last year. Its recent plan of presenting a | a bookseller as commercial agent injurious to 
pocket Testament to every young Protestant both; and by common consent, at the expir- 
soldier is becoming more and more known ation of the contract, the parties have sepa- 
and valued. Its revision of the Ostervald rated. An improved administration and 
version is making progress; Geneva has pur- 5,000fr. from the London Religious Tract 
chased several thousands. Its Reference Bi- Society have helped to bring about a hopeful 
bles also are becoming more and more sought | state of finance. The following week a depu- 
aſter. tation from the English Tract Society had a 


The Protestant Historical Society has con- 
tinued its useful researches and publications. 
It has produced a justificatory memoir on 
“‘Coligny’s Widow; the second edition of 
„Protestant France” has begun to appear; 
and its Bulletin continues to be published. 


conference with about sixty pastors concerning 
the spread of truth in France by means of 
tracts. Several important points were agreed 
upon, and in a public meeting the English 
brethren sought to stir Christians up to make 
a much greater use of tracts. Many were 


The great work of M. Douen on the Pro- greatly pleased, and a warm, grateful feeling 
testant Psalter is also coming out, printed at has remained, besides the adoption of various 


the expense of Government. Had it funds 
sufficient, it would reprint some of the Pro- | 


testant classics, Beza, Crespin, etc. It bas 
received the legacy of Athanase Coquerel, 
the papers of Paul Rabaut, and 400 volumes 
of history, 
The Paris Tract Society has printed five 
nes tracts for adults, and two new tracts for 
children, duripg the year. It finds the diffi- 


.» culty great to obtain suitable manuscripts. 


| 


suggestions, 

The Protestant Bible Society. The receipts 
of this society are 37,134fr., and the expen- 
diture is 30,706fr. It distributed during 
the year 2,140 Bibles and 6,498 Testaments. 
The society is printing the version by Segond, 
but it needs 17,500fr. to complete it. During 
the year it has lost four vice-presidents ; M. 
Montandon was named president, The special 


object of this society is to furnish an octavo: 
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a congregation is formed. 


THE GENERAL PASTORAL CONFERENCES 


occupied four sittings, and discussed two que 
tions: (1) the catechetical instruction of the 


„ | young; and (2) the present state of the critical 


question on the fourth Gospel. Pastor Bersier 


introduced the subject of the instruction of 


catechumens by giving a rapid historical sur- 
vey of the way in which the Church in all 
ages has sought to fulfil the duty, and con- 
cluded that catechizing should be the work of 


to | The characterigtics of a good catechism are 
lations (1) to be biblical in spirit and in form; (2) 


to the churches when historical and progressive, like the revealed 


‘will of God ; (3) clearly to articulate the 


The Protestant Sou Society has collected in fundamental doctrines ; (4) to set forth the 


tiny sums 16,000fr., 14,000fr. of which were faith of the Church, and consequently to be 
divided among various other societies to the adopted and recognized by the constituted 
number of thirty-six, to which a thirty- ecclesiastical authorities; (5) to be brief and 
seventh is added this year—the Protestant clear. He believes this plan to be preferable 
Committee for the evangelization of the to taking the Bible only as the basis of the 


valleys where Felix Neff laboured, and the teaching. A discussion then took place on 


departments of the South-east. 


| 


the question, Should the catechumenat be 


The Missionary Society was very numer- an ecclesiastical institution or not? After 
ously attended, and presided over by M. Leon the two above-named speakers, Professor S Aba- 
ho 


showed the progress ob. tier took the same view, and was met by Dr. 
time by the Bassutos ; de Pressensé, who energetically declared him. 


present little missionary expeditions self, as usual, for individual profession and 
ir midst. In Senegal a individual instruction of those who will enter 


tes morale oould not be derived from it; it 
— has a preparatory importance. The 
Christian should give himself wholly, loving 
Christ because Christ first loved him. Pastors 


THE LUTHERAN CONFERENCES, 
which had not taken place for some years, 
public | were on the subject of “ What is the Church“ 
Pastor Menegoz read a paper developing the 
three points: 1. The Church is a divine in- 
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communicant for the first time. | 
and could only make good 123,876fr., besides 
the last years deficit, when a bequest from 
| England of 25,000fr. came at the very last 
moment to relieve anxiety. The society has 
met with unusual difficulties—five agents ill | 
at the same time, twelve stations shut up in | 
a single arrondissement, six vacant places in the Church, not ap individual work. [astor 
the committee, etc. Dr. Fisch, who does not Recolin said that the catechism should have 
read the report, but tells it, gave an interest- 
society's labours, which continue, he 
consist in giving the Gospel to popu 
— U— 
tained in fiſty y 
and at 
go out 
M was F com- | the Church aller prolession. e ogue 
version ; it is said to be the first instance of was also a subject of discussion. Pastors 
the kind. So many children are now brought | = =a 
to the missionaries, that they cannot accept 
. them all; men are wanted as missionaries. 
. Interesting accounts were also given of Tahiti 
| and Madagascar, as well as of Bassutoland. 
204,694fr. have been received, and 214,206fr. | Appia and Monnier greatly approve of the 
expended. There is a deficit of 22,437fr. use of the Decalogue; among other advan- 
from previous adverse balances. tages, the Ten Commandments are a counter- 
One of the societies in most urgent need of | poise to sickly mysticism, and the reading of 
; help just now is that of Primary Instruction, | them in the Church has often stopped a soul 
to open schools and in aid of those already | from giving way to temptation. 
founded. The fearfully small salaries 
in many instances, to schoolmasters 
tresses by Government is matter of 
notoriety ; this society comes in by its 
help to relieve cases of such necessity 
Protestant schools. From its commencement, | stitution for the salvation of men; 2. The 
forty-six years ago, it has sent out 1, 200 whole body of the elect; 3. A community 
breveted teachers from its normal schools; grouping itself around Jesus Christ. 
through its means, 1,289 schools have become THE REFORMED CHURCH OF FRANCE. 
communal schools, and are supported by Go-| The temptation bas been placed in its 
vernment ; and of these, 700 owe their exist- subtlest form before the Reformed Church 
ence to the society. The resources come from | to undo all it has been doing, and cement 
an annual bazaar in Paris, and subscriptions | union with the Rationalists. So obvious is 
from the rest of France. by it that the words of peace and union which 


— 


; 


jhardly remains in it a shadow of liberty. 


project seen to be a snare—that it is likely to 
be avoided; but the permanent Commission 


to be able to exert any influence. 


mentioned that it was quite unnecessary to 
build churches in Berlin; most of them had 


have the benches empty. But Mr. Virchow is 


mistaken. If there were more churches, the 


In its reply to the decisions of the District 


Synode, the Consistory of the Province of 
general views on the 


im 
done well, that they have assisted the clergy- 
man in many things. The lay members have 


Dresden last October, tried to give a new im- 


number of church-goers—which is very small pulse to the movement for the observance of 


in proportion to the whole population— | 


would increase. How can the Church exert 
much influence in large parishes of nearly 
80,000 souls? The National-Liberal party, 
en the contrary, wish a constituted Church ; 
but they wish to have guarantees that their 
own views shall be always dominant. They 
therefore subject the Church as much as 

sible to the influence of the State. 

The bill was passed in accordance with the 
recommendation of the committee. There 


Lord's day. As the result of this, a Sunday 
Association has been formed in Berlin- A 
meeting was convened for the purpose on the 
26th of last month. A number of friends 
joined the new association and gave in their 
adhesion to the following principles : “ The 
members intend, first, themselves to keep and 
sanctify the Sunday in an evangelical spirit, 
according to the best of their conscience, and 
to see that it is equally done in their houses 
and families, by their servants and workmen. 
‘They further intend to take part, as far us ijt 


N 
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used are bat synonymous with | consented to an interview with the Rationalist 
| — 9 ie the | delegates who had met in Paris; the latter, 
however, not being all in the capital, it could 
not take place. 
} — 
GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent. } The appointment of professors—which, in 
——, Prussia, May 17, 1876. fact, is one of the utmost importance, as they 
} THE PRUSSIAN CHURCH CONSTITUTION. teach the future pastors, and therefore have 
2 The Bill for legalizing the new Church it to u great extent in their hands what views 
| Constitution in Prussia bas now passed the are to prevail in the Church—and the ap- 
| with the State. e right 
4 debates were rather void of interest this time. church taxes is limited to the very 
} Our Church had not one real advocate in the | per cent. of the income- 
| whole House. One Conservative member said w may be promulgated re- 
1 that he thought many of the restrictions of | urch, before the Cabinet has 1 
the liberty of the Church unnecessary, but | is not in opposition to the 
that be woeld vets for co | Is this the gratitude due to a Church 
N danger the fate of the whole Bill. Two Ultra- | whose members and pastors have always been 
; montanes protested against these restrictions, | loyal ; to a Church to whom, as Professor 
| as they wish liberty of action for themselves, | Gneist said in the House, Prussia greatly owes 
| but that is all. her moral development ? 
| German Liberaliom ia clea, with very few | EFFICIENCY OF THE CHURCH COUNCILS. 
: exceptions, hostile to the Church ; but the | 
two great branches of the two great Liberal | 
gressionists wish liberty for every individual | present state of religion. e er from i - & 
—they will even grant liberty to the orthodox | that the Church Councils have, on the whole, : 
Fr some pastors who see in them nothing but an 
| ressionists, therefore, voted against the Bill. | encumbrance, and there are other people who 
They see in a constituted Church a danger to | expect too much from outward constitutions. . 
liberty; they want every congregation to be | But apart from these extremes, the general 
1 empty seats, with the exception of St. Matthew's | shown increased interest in their office, and . 
|: church. We are glad that he gives this tes- | directed their attention not only to the 
timony to one where the Gospel is truly | secular and financial part of the work, but 
ä preached. In fact, all the churches in Berlin also to the improvement of the Church and 
where God's Word is preached are very well | the service, and to the different moral wants 
‘ attended. Only those in which the heroes of | of the congregations. 
: modern Liberalism declaim their own wisdom | THE SUNDAY AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY. 
— |The Congress for Home Missions held at 
q 
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examining the meaning of his instruction, it 
is found to be pure, mysterious, and separate 
from the world. On observing its origin, it 
is seen to have been instituted as that which 
‘is essential to mankind. Its language is 
simple, its reasonings are attractive, and to 
the human race it is beneficial. As is right, 
let it be promulgated through the empire. 
Let the appropriate board build a Judean 
church in the righteous and holy street of 
the capital, and appoint thereto twenty-one 
priests.’ 
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But at length Satan, by exercising dissimu- 
lation, and by throwing a-gilded covering 


g 
J 


greatness from the centre of 
and darkness in 


“The true and constant doctrine is mys- 
terious, and difficult to be characterized. 
_ AYrxious’to make it clear and manifest, we can 


few months ago, a long missionary tour, after 
much searching, found the tablet. With 


many other things about it, he writes as fol- 


. lows: “ You can, with difficulty, imagine our 


feelings of joy and gratitude to God in per- 
mitting us to stand before this silent witness 


over that pure and uncorrupted nature, took to His truth among this great nation, now 


gone after idols. The spot seemed almost 
sacred. Perhaps it would have seemed quite 
so but for the presence at my elbow of the 
sneering Buddhist priest who had charge of 
the enclosure in which the tablet stands. A8 
it was, I wanted to kneel down and thank 
God for letting me see the table of stone, and 
to press my lips to it.“ 

He took pains to procure an exact copy of 
it, made after the Chinese style of lithograph- 
ing, which he has just sent to the church in 
Winchester, which has the pleasure and honour 
of contributing the funds for his support. 


great Among the many reflections excited in the 


mind by these interesting facts, let these two 
be remembered—viz., that Christianity once 
went further into “the world” than we are 


day, He ascended to His true estate. Twenty- , accustomed to think; and that, with apostolic 
seven books remained. He set forth original and primitive faith and zeal, it will recover 


) conversion for the soul's deliverance, and He | and hold its lost 
instituted the baptism of water and of the ’ tionalist. 


— 


ground. Boston Congrega- 
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. tion, and privately suctour the living multi- Spirit, to wash away the vanity of life, and to 
| tudes. Olopun, a man of great virtue, cleanse and the heart. 
belonging to the kingdom of Judea, bringing 
the Scriptures and images from afar, has 
come and ted them at our capital. On 
only name it the 
The sum of the information contained on 
this tablet is that early in the seventh cen- 
tury Nestorian missionaries introduced the 
Gospel into China, and that Christianity be- 
came somewhat widely prevalent. Focle- 
siastical history shows that this is pro- 
bable. Mosheim says: “We may believe 
that at an early period the Christian religion 
extended to the Chinese, Seres, and Tartars. 
There are various arguments collected from 
of Jesus Christ, where there are no believers 
: visi in that Gospel within hundreds of miles, and 
| expanse was where, among the thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of people, there is no knowledge that 
their ancestors ever heard of Jesus Christ. 
The Rev. Chester Holeombe, missionary of the 
. American Board in China, while making, a 
1 — 
—ͤ—— 
i their stead. | 
g Thereupon our Trinity set apart the 
a illustrious and adorable Messiah, who, laying | 
aside His true dignity, came into the world | 
as man. Angels proclaimed the joyful | 
ö tidings. A virgin gave birth to the Holy 
1 Child in Judea. A bright star proclaimed the 
: happy event. Persians, seeing its brightness, 
* came with presents. He fulfilled the ancient 
N i laws given by the twenty-four holy ones 
5 [writers of the books of the Old Testament] 
He ruled families and nations with 
virtue. He purged away the dross and per- 
| fected the truth. | | | 
“His mighty work thus finished at mid- | 
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it was probable that there were not more than 
four or five millions of copies cf the sacred 
volume in the world, existing in about fifty 
different translations. Since the establish- 


‘ment of the British and Foreign Bible 
upwards of 76,000,000 of copies, in w 
in part, had been circulated from its 
while other kindred societies w 
sprung out of it, and had been aide 
have distributed above 55,000,000 
more; so that during the present century 
about 131,000,000 copies of the sacred Scrip- 
tures, in whole or in part, had been put into 
circulation by Bible societies alone in various 


while the number of versions of the Scrip- 
tures, in whole or in part, hitherto prepared 
(there being sometimes more than one version 
in the same ) was about 260, the 
preparation of which had been promoted, 
directly or indirectly, by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. In above thirty in- 
stances languages had been for the first time 


In dition to a circulation of English Serip- 
tures the extent of about 38,000,000 of 


in all the countries of Europe, as well as 
ond 


the principal 


copies of the Scriptures in the languages of 
the nations among whom they laboured. 
During the past year the society has steadily 
and successfully followed up its work. In 
France the circulation of the Scriptures had 
risen 15 per cent., in Poland 34 per cent., 
and in Italy as much as 136 per cent. 
Bishop Reinkens had been liberally supplied 


* 


— 


MEETINGS. 
with Bibles, of which he had made good use- 
The receipts from ordinary sources for the 
year ending March 31, 1876, amounted to 
the sum of £222,212 7s. 3d. including 
£116,802 5s., applicable to the general pur- 
poses of the society, and £105,410 2s. 3d., 
receipts for Bibles and Testaments. Adding 
£108 1s. 8d. dividends on stock invested on 
account of Lieut.-Col. Roxburgh’s Fund for 
Colportage in India, the total net receipts 
amounted to £222,320 88. 11d. The total 
net peyments of the year amounted to 
£211,251 16s, 5d. The issues of the society 
for the year are as follows: From the depot 
at home, 1,528,867; from depéts abroad, 
1,153,318: in all, 2,682, 185 copies of Bibles, 
Testaments, and portions, The total issues of 
the society now amount to 76,432,723 copies. 
The Earl of Aberdeen, in moving the 
adoption of the report, expressed his cordial 
sympathy with the objects of the society, 
commended its constitution as eminently 
catholic and liberal, and ex an earnest 
hope that the circulation of the Word of God, 
pure and simple, would continue to increase. 
The Very Rev. Dean Close contrasted the 
present state of the society with what it was 
when he became a collector for the society, 
sixty-four years ago. The progress not only 
of that, but of kindred societies, had been 
most wonderful, and that in itself, in his 
judgment, constituted a sure proof that God 


was 
the history of the world anything like the 


marvellous, for although infidelity and ration- 
alism, and superstition and Romanism, had 
all continued to oppose it, had all come in 
like a flood, it had been the standard of the 
Lord which had successfully opposed them. 
When he first became conrected with the 
society the Bible was known in only a few 
lands, but since then it had been translated 
into every known and to some unknown 
tongues, until now, if they would place a red 
dot on the map of the world in every place 
where they had an agent, or where the Bible 
was to be had, it would shine like the stars 
in the firmament. The Rev. Dr. Thompson, 
of New York, spoke as a representative of 
the American Bible Society, and referring to 
the corruptions and upheavings in the social 
condition of America, expressed his deep 


’ 


with them. There never had been in 
history of that society it had been most 


conviction that there was a moral power 


= 
THE MAY 
| 
| 
hat 7 mnning Of tue presel _ 
| 
| 
parts of the world. The number of languages 
and dialects in which the Bible was translated 
had been raised from 50 to upwards of 200, 
reduced to a written form, in order to give ee 
the people speaking them the Word of God. 
colonies, the society was prosecuting its work 
nations, In 3 in the chief islands of 
the South Pacific, in South America, Mexico, 
Labrador, and Greenland; and it was ever 
ready to furnish Christian missionaries with 
1 
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14 me, een intuiions recognize something. | Minister of Milan, and the Bishop of Gl 


which impressed him forcibly on re-visiting 
India after an absence of eleven years, that 
he had been assured from many quarters that 
“many thousands of Hindus who do not 
make any profession of Christianity habitually 
use books of the Old and New Testaments 


of morality.” Lord Shaftesbury called on the 
meeting to thank God that Sir Bartle Frere 
had been enabled to return home in 


beginning with Sierra Leone, the converts of 
which were already addressing themselves to 
the evangelization of the surrounding heathen 
tribes. Yoruba came next, where the Bishop 


had become a communicant. At Bonny the 
bat the chiefs are as madly hostile 


of missionaries’ wives), 11; 
country-born Christian catechists and teachers 
of all classes, not sent from home, 2,411; 
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cester and Bristol; and Lord Shaftesbury, in] bas recently taken some important steps for 
rising to retarn thanks, was received with | the organization of the native Church. From } 
loud cheers, and in a brief bat telling speech | the Niger mission, it was reported that King 
closed the meeting. His lordship stated that, | Okiya had again become friendly towards the 
having presided at no fewer than twenty-four | mission. Chief Spiff had been baptized, and 
anniversaries, he had not deemed it needful 
of the Rible Society, with which they were 
tiamity as ever, and the death of the proto- 
martyr of the Bonny Church, Joshua Hart, 
spite of bitter M 
East Africa the missi 
liberated by Her Majesty 
17 : Thetis in September 
vices in the suppression of the slave-trade. 
The report then speaks of the Nyanza mis 
sion, in which o much interest is taken by 
as their models in prayer, and their standards | the public, as was shown by the cheers with 
which the statements on this subject were re- 
ordained clergyman, one Navy lieutenant, 
time to send to us this solemn and striking | one civil engineer and architect, one mecha- 
: 8 testimony, for the increase of our confi- | nical engineer, one medical man, one agrical- 
dence and encouragement in the work of | turist, one blacksmith, one industrial teacher, 
circulating God's Holy Word. His lordship and one shipwright. Four have already 
stated that although not quite so old as his | started, and the other four would leave at the 
excellent friend the Dean of Carlisle, this | closeof May. The accounts from the Mediter- 
too might be his last appearance at such an | ranean mission were then given. The society 
anniversary; but, at all events, he could say | will still hold to its footing at Constanti- 
that in a sublunary aspect the ambition of | nople, but has resolved besides to push on 
his life had been fully gratified in having for | into Palestine, and has appointed agents for 
so many yéats filled such an important post | Jaffa and Jerusalem. It has also been deter- 
as that of President of a society for diffusing | mined to make fresh attempts in Persia, 
0 the Word of salvation-in all its purity to especially among the Armenians at [spahan, 
the uttermost ends of the earth. His lord-| thus recovering the ground hallowed by the 
ship sat down amidst loud and protracted | memory of Henry Martyn. India and Ceylon, 
cheering. Mauritius, China, Japan, New Zealand, North- 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. west America, and the North Pacific were 
Exeter Hall was already well filled with | included in the survey, and the operations 
the friends of the Church Missionary Society in all these vast and varied mission fields 
an hour or so before the time fixed for its | were stated to present more or less hopeful 
President, the Earl of Chichester, to take the | features. The following shows the latest 
chair at its seventy-seventh anniversary. The | statistics of the missions: Stations, 170. 
Rev. Henry Wright presented the report. Clergymen: European, 211; native and 
The financial review of the year showed the | country-born, 181; total clergymen, 392. 
gross receipts to be £195,116 8s. Id. The | European laymen: Schoolmasters, lay agents, 
gross expenditure amounted to £198,033 19s. | etc., 38; European female teachers (exclusive 
After remarks on changes in the personnel of 
stations of the society were passed in review, 
communicants, 24,540. After some remarks 
by the Earl of Chichester, the Bishop of x 
Gloucester and Bristol, in moving the adop- 
tion of the report, said they must all feel 
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culture go on together, but Christianity was 
not to wait for the halting steps of civiliza- 


His lordship referred with satisfaction to the 
conference lately held under the. society’s 
ion of Christian; 
among the Mohammedans. How strange it 
was that such a religion as Mohammed’s held 


valuable little work on East Africa, that 
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some extent, and to raise them in the social 
scale. This seemed to afford some explana- 
tion of what at first sight was so strange. 
Another fact on which they might congratu- 
late the society was the great and growing 
increase in the number of native missionaries. 
The Holy Ghost was speaking to the idolators 
through the lips of their own people. The 
native churches, moreover, were becoming 
self-supporting; may, they were sending out 
missionaries to enlighten their own dark 
brethren. Everything encouraged them to 
press forward to the great future before them, 
whether they looked to barbarous Africa or 
to civilized India As to the latter, he would 
cite a letter, which appeared about a fortnight | 
ago in the Times, from the able pen of Pro- 
fessor Monier Williams, shortly after his 
return from India. The passage was as fol- 
lows: “ The ancient fortress of Hinduism is 
in this way being gradually undermined. 
The educated classes look with contempt on 
idolatry. In fact, the present condition of 
India seems very similar to that of the Roman 
empire before the coming of Christ. A 
complete disintegration of ancient faiths is in 
progress in the upper strata of society.” The 
resolution was seconded by the Rev. John 
Barton, missionary from Madras, who entered 
at some length into details showing the 
spirituality and devotedness of the native 
Christians of Southern India. The second 
resolution, one in favour of the formation of 
a native was moved by Viscount 
Midleton, who argued for such a ministry on 


but, nevertheless, God had greatly blessed 


Mohammedanism does tend to civilize men to 
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pleasure in taking part in so good a work. 
His own pleasure, however, was not un- 
mingled with regret at having to speak in 
public with so weak a voice, especially as he 
had to plead that afternoon for the British 
and Foreign Bible Society at St. Paul's | 
Cathedral. These were days in which they 
heard strange things as to the missionary 
enterprise and missionary qualifications. 
| There were two very serious heresies, as he 
| would there venture to call them, upon the 
subject. One was the doctrine that men must 
be ctvilized first and Christianized afterwards. 
How often was this heresy held, sometimes 
innocently enough, but at other times, he 
feared, not altogether without guile! What ! 
Was Christ our King to wait until science 
and philosophy had recovered men from bar- 11 
barism before they were to be called upon to 
believe in Him, and to submit themselves to 
His beneficent sway? Such a maxim they 
must distinctly and emphatically repudiate. 
Let the work of evangelization and of general 
N must protest with all their might was the 
14 habit of speaking of Christianity as one a. 
religion among many others, with which it 
was put in competition and rivalry. Had 
they not had courses of learned lectures in 
| time-honoured places, which thus compared 
N together the religions of the world, Chris- 
tianity among the rest? Our missionaries 
4 had been urged to study the religion of the 
4 heathen among whom they lived, and to pre- the ground of climate, language, and the 
4 sent the claims of the Gospel to their hearers | utter impossibility of securing a sufficiency 
: comparatively. It might be admitted that it | of European clergymen. This resolution was 
is useful to study the religions of the old | seconded by Archdeacon Cowley, from Rupert's . . 
cultivated nations. He had himself read | Land, who described the change for the better 
with profit the marvellous ethics of some of | which had come over the country since he | 
| the Buddhist writers, and the hymns in the | had resided there. Thirty years ago he 
Zendavesta; but he strongly deprecated the | planted himself out there among the devil 
view that our own sublime religion was in | worshippers, and had preached under the most 
| any degree of comparison with even tlie best | discouraging circumstances, There were few 
‘3 of the other beliefs of mankind, ancient or | agents of that society in North-west America, 
1 modern. Our religion was one and alone 
it was the religion of redemption. That was 
the message our missionaries had to preach. 
such wide sway, and was even, as in Western 
tt Africa, seeming to spread! He thought they 
4 must agree with Sir Bartle Frere, in his pecuniary 
| «over by Mr. Joseph Hoare, 
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_ holds of Satan that have been built in this 
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The Rev. James Fleming, Vicar of St. 
Michael's, Chester Square, in seconding the 


and maintaining our unfettered freedom of 


„distinct as the billows, but one as the sea.” 
Whatever be her faults and her flaws, I love 
my own dear old Church of England, and I 
would give little for the man who does not 
love that Church which he conscientiously 
believes to be the best; but I have learned to 


love Christ better than any Charch, and the |. 


truth of God better than any sect; and I am 
reminded this morning that while many may 


assume titles and badges and wear vestments, | 


like the pbylactery of the Pharisees of old, 
Christ gave no such distinctive mark or badge 
to His Church, except a robe to the heart as 
simple as it is beautiful, as sublime as it is 
original—a love that wells forth all that is 
good and great and noble in the world: ‘ By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
diiciples, if ye love one another“ I know 
that, as our Chairman observed, thereare many 

in this somewhat hard and very prac- 
tical age who think that we have not accom- 
plished, for the continuous efforts and expendi- 
ture that have been made, nearly enough ; but 
they could not have been persons who have 
understood the nature of the work, nor have 
they ever really, like men of commerce or 
business, sat down, as our Saviour said, 
‘and counted the cost.’ Do they think, in 
such an undertaking as this, that a few score 
of years, and two or three generations of 
men, and some few hundreds of thousands 
of pounds, will suffice to demolish the strong- 


world for nigh six thousand years? No; I 
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it may be lost in spray as it seems, 
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progress 
country. The meeting was also addressed by 
Mr. W. H. Steph : 
castle; the Rev. Dr. Mullens; Mr. J. H. 
Eaton, from Kandy, Ceylon; the Rev. W. H. 
Holland, of Leeds; and the Rev. J. Kilner. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


during the year was 114,853/. In the re- 
view of the mission fields India came first, and 


the ultimate Christianization of that country. 
“The feudal days, when the chief was every- 
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) to preach the never-failing, never-dying, ever- do not ‘think Christians take any such view 
of salvation to man.” of mission work. It is always a slow work. 
It is the greatest work that human hands have | 
. ever undertaken in dependence upon the 
f resolution, said: “I am happy to be among | divine help. Everything that is good and 
- you to-day at the invitation of my friend great in this world I think is slow: 
1 Dr. Panshon; and I am truly glad, as a ‘Slowly moves the march of ages, 
\ clergyman of the Church of England, which | IE 
4 claims the good Dean Stanley, to stand on a Every great and glorious thing.’ 
only to say that there are some of us who 
can do honour to the character and name of 
Wesley, and who can recognize your Church, 
its ministers, and its Christian institutions, 
5 and, as this vast assembly shows, its missionary | 
K spirit, I stand on this platform, though a | 
1 unit, reminded that there is underlying all | 
| our differences of Church government, and 
all our conflicts of human opinion, a common | 
: brotherhood of Christians, and a communion | 
of saints all agreed in one thing doing good 
4 thought, our Christian liberality, and our fall 
1 independence of action, and yet presenting 
rr to the world a picture of Christian union | 
e Kev. William Burgess, from India, 
6 The eighty-second annual meeting of this 
society was held at Exeter Hall; Mr. Henry 
Lee (of Manchester) in the chair. There was 
: the usual crowded attendance, and the pro- 
ceedings were animated throughout. The 
: chairman spoke of the work which had been 
done by the society, and of its want at the 
the present time of a large accession of mis- 
sionaries. The Rev. Dr. Mullens read the 
report, which stated that the income received 
great prominence was given to the visit of the 
Prince of Wales and its probable bearings on 
| | — 
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part. Sir 
The report, w 
printed for the Calcutta 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. 
issues from the society’s own depository 


in every 
amounted to 34,188 copies. 


copies 

of the Bri 


(missionary from 
the representatives of 


Sadler 


Amoy), who said that 


The Rev G. S. 
of the report. It 


the Rev. Thomas 
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when hill forte made each petty ruler | It had laid hold of the agricultarist, the 
London Missionary Society has nine stations, | agencies for bringing the the trath. 
all cities of central importance. The work | They must lock upon these chapels as +0 
accomplished in the South Seas, and that | many strongholds to attack the enemy. There 
undertaken of late in New Guinea, were next had been 3 visible blessing on their native 
4 referred to. In connection with the society’s | agencies. 
labours in Africa, details were given of the The other speakers were the Rev. Dr. Fald- 
a + on Lake Tau- ing (of Rotherham), the Rev. Dr. Edmond (of 
= hbury), and the Rev. A. D. Saville (from 3 
option South Seas). 
— BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
is society held its eighty-fourth anniver- 
Christian friends in 
and thanks for al 
giving them the Gospel. The message . 
thus brought was, he said, quite spontaneo 
and from his heart he could say these Chi 
people were grateful. He had been 
whether the Gospel had really laid hold of | The 
the people in China. Laid hold of the peo- | have 
ple! Why, it had laid bold of the learned | journeys for the purposes of 
man, and set him to study Christ, so that in have been made by the missionaries * 
a competitive examination of — bod | ont districts in India. The general effect 
taken a prize even from the native pastors. may be summed up in the remarkable state- 
* | 
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RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 


1875. 1876. 
axp Forgiaw Bratz £222,191 ...... £222,320 
Prixctpat Fonmen Misstosary 
ous — — — — — 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 134,826 125,294 
— (CC 
Seath American Missionary Society 13.727 13,659 
English Presbyterian Missions 10,248 8,850 ene 
Corostat, Jewrsn, Misstoxs— 
Methodist Missions .. among th — 
Society or Promoting Christianit 1 7 
Colonial and Continental ner 36, 364 33, 487 
Methodist Free Missions 11,079 16, 542 
vangel Continental Society 
Foreign Aid Society ....... 3,510 ...... 2, 960 
— 152,189 
Home Misstoxs— 
Additional Curates Society 0,960 ...... 67,287 
Charch Pastoral-Aid 56,546 ...... 57,114 
London City Mission ......... 48,199 
Bishop of Lenden Fund . 518 2,768 
irish Church Missions to the ‘Roman Catholics... 22,987 ..... 19,533 
Missions d 10,722 — 12.91 
Cbarch of England Scriptare Readers’ Association... 10,254 ...... 10,588 
Army Seriptare Readers’ Society g 9,156 9,270 
— Church Building 35 8,561 
British and Foreign Sailors’ Society ............ ........ 5,704 ...... 6,130 
Protestant Reformation Society .. 5,232 
British and Irish Home Missions ............ 4,853 
Society .. 3,015 
The Prison — 4418 ...... 2,479 
Royal Naval Scripture Readers’ Society „ 
Midnight Meeting Movement 1.916 1,789 
Reviciovs EpvcationaL Socrerizs— 2 
British and Foreign School — fe — 26,066 
Christian Vernacular Education for India ... 8,668 ..... 842 
Iüdian Female Normal School Society ................. 8.7 11,606 
Wesleyan Education Committee „ 8,654 ..... 8.284 
Home and Colonial School Society ........................ 57. 86600 7,568 
R School Unlen 3,789 ...... 4,194 
British Syrian School Aosta 5,966 ...... 3,906 
Sunday School Union 3.01 3,899 
Misckl Ax 
Religious Tract Society 144,566 ...... 146,821 
Church Association . 7.8889 5,964 
Young Meu’s Christian Association 3,659 ...... 3,703 
Bible Translation Society ... 2439 3,165 
Christian Association for Young 8 1,878 ... 1,921 
Church of England Sunday Institute... 1,381 ...... 1,616 
Lord’s-day Observance Society 1,000 ..... 1,479 
175,133 
— — 
41,609,897 41,640,563 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL UNTON. 
The inaugural address of the Chairman of 


the Congregational Union of England and. 


Wales (the Rev. Thomas Aveling, D..) was 
delivered in the City Temple. The topic 
was, Within the fold.” Dr. Aveling spoke 

insisting that they m 
be leaders in spiritual things and 


dead apathy, which thinks it too much trouble 
even to obj The words of Professor 
Morley were quoted : “ Those who dwell in 
the tower of ancient faith look about them 
with constant apprehension, misgivings, and 


wonder—with the hurried, uneasy mien of 


those living amid earthquakes. The religion 
of the present is no longer an organic power. 
Old hopes have grown pale, old fears dim; 
the strong have become weak, and once vivid 
Witches very numb.” Dr. Aveling, on the 
contrary, said they need fear nothing. Like 
Cadmus, the men of letters and philosophy 
were sowing dragon's teeth, whence an armed 
host would spring to destroy, as they thought, 
religious belief. But, as in the fable, an 


— 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 183 


minational organization. They were only 
entering upon a course of mutual helpfulness, 
on which other bodies were already far ad- 


contain a larger number. But even these 
not fully t the difficulties of 


strange to say, report exactly fifty. If from 
these smaller churches we deduct the 300 


which are understood to dispense with a paid 


pastor, then we have 600 pastors dependent 
on churches with less than 100 members ; 
and 300 pastors dependent on churches whose 
membership does not amount to fifty. Among 


invisible hand would throw a stone in theit the smaller churches there are a few whose 


midst, and make them fight with one another 
till bat few remained, and these would assist 
in building the city of Gad. The address 
then passed to the work of the pastors within 
the fold. Dr. Aveling spoke of the conduct 
the several portions of public worship, giving 
his views as to each, and dwelling especially 
upon the importance of preaching. From 
‘remarks on these and kindred pointe, ad- 
‘iressed to the sheep within the fold,” he 
went on to speak of “the lambs of the flock,” 
and the im of Sunday-schools and 
Dible-classes, Among other matters, he also 
adverted to revivalism and pastoral support. 
The business discussions of the Union took 
— ſor the most part, at the Memorial 
all. 
THE BAPTIST UNION. . 

The Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland met at Bloomsbury Chapel. The 
President for the year, the Rev. Dr. Landels, 
in his opening address, congratulated the 
meeting on the position to which the Union 
had attained. Their great want was deno- 


membership is represented by one figure, two 
churches containing not more than two com- 
municents each. The principal means of im- 
proving the position of the ministers was for 
the wealthy members and the large churches 


‘to help the small. In conclusion, he ex- 


horted them to seek a eloser union. The 
tendency within, combined with the pressure 
from without, moved them in this direction. 
The removal of many of their brethren, some 
who had long stood like towers of strength 
among them, and others who had been taken 
while the promise of their life had Leen but 
partially realized, was a reason for their being 
found at their posts, seeking unitedly and 
with all their strength the restoration to God 
of a rebellious and ruined world. 
DISTRIBUTION OF SCRIPTURE PRIZES AT THE 

CRYSTAL PALACE. 

A new feature in the metropolitan engage- 
ments of the mog 
be the distribution of prizes, consisting of 


‘Bibles and Testaments, to successful competi- 


tors in schools of the London School Board. 


th of May will henceforth | 


vanced. As a denomination, they were poor, 
many of their churches were very small, and, 
as the consequence, their ministers were 
inadequately remunerated. In all England 
there are only about 210 churches which con- | 
tellectually. Their ministers would be nothing | tain more than 200 members, over 300 which 
if they could not present superior spiritual | contain between 100 and 200, and over 1,200 if 
and intellectual gifts. The whole community | which contain less than 100 members. About 
was becoming instinct with intelligence, a | 420 of these churches are without pastors, 
cheap press was multiplying the productions | including 300 too small to obtain them. 
of the best writers as well as the worst, and We have thus about 1,400 pastors depen- 
sermons were being discussed by the jack dent on the churches for support, 900 of 
pews no less than by the front. They must them, or thereabouts, being connected with 4 
. not deprecate this, even if the criticism was churches that do not contain 100 members; 
not always fair. Anything was better than | 300 of them, or thereabouts, with charches 
containing between 100 and 200 members ; 
and 200, or thereabouts, with churches that 
do 
| situation, Among the churches that contain 
ee | ices than 100 members there are large pro- 
| portioa—over 600—which do not contain 
half that number, and these do not include 
the churches—a considerable num ber—which, 
— 
| 
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This novel and admirable scheme originated 
in the manificence of Mr. Francie Peek, a 
described in our account of the anniversary 
of the Religious Tract Society (p. 179). 

The distribution of the 


The chair was taken by Mr. W. E. Forster, 
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Eighty of the pupil-teschers and scholars who the audience to thank Mr. Peek by cheers— 
had most distinguished themselves im the ex- an appeal which was heartily responded to. 


amination then proceeded to the platform, | 


‘PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on Tuesday, | 


May 9; John Rylands, Eeq., of Manchester, in 
the chair. A devotional service was held during 
the first half-hour of the meeting, special prayer 
Leing offered for the divine blessing to attend 
the anniversary meetings at this season of the 
year. The Scriptures having been read by 
the Chairman, prayers were offered by the 
Rev. Messrs, Carr Glyn, Shoobridge, and 
Tyler, and Mr. Ellis, who aleo read portions 
of Scripture. 
NEW MEMBERS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership :— 

Isaac Lowthian, Esq., Carlisle. 

Mre. Page, Carlisle. 

Mre. Rawson, Carlisle. 

R. A. Allison, Esq., Carlisle. 

J. C. Carr, Esq., Carlisle. 

James N. Carr, Esq., Carlisle. 

Captain and Mrs. Morton, Carlisle. 

Mrs. Saul, Carlisle. 

Charles Bernard Hodgson, Esq., Carlisle. 

Miss Helen Gib Ellis, Edinburgh. 

Miss Margaret M. Ellis, Edinburgh. 

The Rev. A. W. Hallen, Alloa. 

Miss McDowall, Alloa. 

A. Forrester Paton, Esq., Alloa. 

John Baker, Esq., Alloa. 

John Gilkinson, Esq., Alloa. 

Rev. James Drummond, Alloa. 

Thos. Brydie, Eeq., and Mra. Brydie, Alloa. 

R. H. D. Mahon, Esq., Aljoa. 

Miss Wingate, Alloa. 

Joseph Bailey, Esq., Alloa.” , 


| 


Mrs. Maunsell, Bishop’s Waltham. 


> 


OBITUARY. 

A letter was read from Lausanne, announce 
ing the death of Pastor Jayet, late President 
of the Swiss Committee of the French-speak- 
ing Branch of the Evangelical Alliance. The 
Council desire to record their deep apprecia- 
tion of the Christian character of that vener- 
able servant of our Lord, and of his valued 
services to the cause of Christian union in 
his native land. ‘They instruct the Secretary 
to convey the expression of their, regret and 
affectionate sympathy to the members of his 
family. 

The Council also heard with sorrow of 
the recent decease of their esteemed friend 
and colleague, the late G. H. Davis, Eeq., 
b., Secretary of the Religious Tract 
Society. 

Cherishing a grateful remembrance of the 
valuable aid often rendered to their delibera- 
tions by their departed friend, they desire 


to recopd their deep sense of-the logs sus 


tained, not only by themselves, but by the 
Christian Church at large, both at home and 
abroad. 

The Council instructel the Secretary te 
attend the funeral on their behalf, and to as- 
sure the widow and family of their Christian 
sympathy with them in their bereavement, 
and prayer that they may be sustained and 
solaced by the grace of the Divine Comforter. 

CONVERSAZIONE. | 

The Secretary reported arrangements made 
for the proposed Conversazione at the National 
Club on May 18th. Representatives of vari- 
ous Continental and other branches of the 


/ Nine / 


‘ 


1D 
under the direction of Mr. Ricks, the Board's 
Inspector, and received from Mr. Forster the 
Bibles and Testaments, while the children in 
the orchestra had theirs given by the teavbers. 
When Mr. Forster had given the eighty the 
; occasion of the kind—took place on Satur- gifts they had won, the children 2 
: day, the 13th ult, at the Crystal Palace. The chestra held up the books they had received, 
| children filled the Handel Orchestra, and the and the sight was much applauded. 
audience numbered little less than 20,000. The Rev. Dr. Manning, on behalf of the 
0 RE Committee of the Religious Tract Society, 
Au r., who with Mr. S. Morley, u. r., Mr. Francis then rose to make a presentation of the Bible 
Peek, and others, addressed the children. The (in three volumes) to Mr. Forster, who, in 
4,000 prizes and also 5,800 certificates of reply, said it was one of the most valuable 
Seri know were awarded. gifts he had ever received. He called upon 
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letter to Mr. Angell 
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menta, viewed in connection with the evange- 
ion of Papal countries; “Christianity 


F 


Fe, 


2 


F 


ity of spirit in the breasts of all Evangelical 
Christians, based on their cordial reception of 
the same fundamental truths of divine revela- 
tion; and by comparison of the findings of 


to inquire into, and point out, those subjects 
oa which we are all agreed to weigh and daly 


be found to involve none other than those 


grand transcendent verities which alone 
the foundation of real concord on earth 
true blessedness in heaven, may we not weil 
rejoice to allow our comparatively minor 
points of difference to be cast by these into 
the shade, for the sake of enjoying in happy 
and undisturbed union the bright effalgence 


that nothing may be allowed to interfere with 
the attainment of so glorious a consummation, 
short of the relinquishment of some really 
vital principle, or a base compromise of 


observation and experience, by free discussion essential divine prerogative. | 


LORD'S-DAY OBSERVANCE ON THE CONTINENT. 


The following is a translation of the circular 
address issued by the Swiss Society for the 
Sanctification of the Lord’s-day. 

Congress on the Observance of the Lord s-day. 
Geneva, April, 1876. 
For several years the attention of serious 


persons has been directed to the increasing 


violation of the rest and sanctification of the 
Lord’s-day. Many have thought that there 
was in this circumstance a sad indication of 
religious declension, and a serious danger as 


regards the true interests of individuals, of 
families, and of society at large. On this 
account there have been formed in various 
places associations having for their object to 
expose the evil and to resist it, as well as to 
apply the remedy, by all means in their 
power. It may truly be said that already, by 
the divine blessing, these efforts have not 
been fruitless) They have especially met 
with a lively sympathy. among those who 
have been the greatest sufferers, both in their 
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education, and literature, the pulpit of the | and exchange of opinions in the bonds of 
age, Sunday-schoola, and Christian associa- brotherly love, to stimulate the members, 
tions; “Modern Romanism and Protestant- and through these the different bodies or 
” in their theoretic and develop- | churches to which they severally belong, to 
earnest thought, healthful inquiry, and hearty 
co-operation in every department of Christian 
i and Civil Government,” the usefulness. Surely the realization of such a 
. result were no mean, no insignificant achieve- 
t ment. Let us, then, one and all of us, strive 
N to act in the spirit and for the attainment of 
| | the objects of our Evangelical Alliance. Since 
it is the very nature of opposition to dissever 
) | and scatter, and the very nature of coincidence 
| to bind and cement; since the former is the 
| source of discord and separation, and the 
| | latter the basis of harmony and union,—does 
1 it not seem most natural, most reasonable, | 
1 most Christian, that we should first endeavour 
| — 
| 
1 | 
| 
| | of their glory ? In the endeavour, therefore, 
1 to secure and perpetuate such a spirit of 
1 | unanimity and mutual forbearance, in insepar- 
1 able combination with concurrent or co- 
1 operative action of the mind already indicated 
i separate an ependent agencies for carry- —a spirit fraught with such blessings within 
1 ing out the various objects approved of and the bounds of any church and the confines 
1 recommended by it. No; its primary design, | of contiguous churches—let us pray God with 
+ as already stated, from the first had been, in | our whole heart and soul that all envy and 2 
| an. age of strife and contention, rents and jealousy, and party spirit and sinister motive, 
1 schisms, variance and bitter controversy like may be wholly eradicated and banished for 
ii the present, to elicit and manifest the latent ever from our naturally deceitful hearts; and 
| 
— 
— 
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body and in their 


in comparison with the great object sought to efforts for the common cause.” 

be accomplished. . The Central Committee of | Another meeting will be occupied with the 
the Swiss Society for the Sanctification of the question, What steps should be taken to obtain 
Lord’s-day has thought that an unquestion- for persons engaged in the public service, 
able advantage would be gained by uniting and especially those employed on the rail- 
at a Congress the Protestant societies specially 


joined any of the existing societies, neverthe- Lill be held, one in 
less sympathize with the common cause, and the other in the German, on the 


or 

Each country will be requested to supply brethren, and place at the head of their pro- 

a report on the Sabbath question, dealing gramme—“ REMEMBER THe SABBATH-DaY 
with its social as well as A 


S$0UTH LONDON SUB-DIVISION. 

The mon thly social meeting of the Com- | Pastor Sandberger (of Wurtemberg) in a few 
mittee and friends of this branch of the Alli- | words expressed his great pleasure in meeting 
ance was held on Friday evening, the 19th | so many brethren. His visit to England had 
ult., at the residence of the Rev. William | given him great encouragement and increased 
Arthur, M. A., Clapham Common, and was his deep interest in the Evangelical Alliance. 
largely attended. After tea and coffee had | Pastor Lindblom (of Stockholm) then gave 

the | some account of the religious awakening 

i W. | among Sunday-school scholars and 
Marten Smith, Esq., in place of Mr. Arthur, | the teachers during the lest year in Sweden. 
who is still suffering from loss of voice. He traced the origin of Sunday-schools to the 

Portions of Scripture were read by Mr. | visit of a Swedish pastor who came to Eng- 
Smith and by Mr. Faulconer, and prayer | land in 1851. In Stockholm classes had 
was offered by Mesars. Beare and Pocock.’ been lately established for the study of the 

The Chairman, on bebalf of Mr. and Mrs. | Bible, and among the regular attendants 
Arthur, cordially welcomed the Christian | might be found members of various churches, 
friends present, and specially referred to the | and even noblemen, state officials, and other 
visitors from Germany, Sweden, Holland, and | influential persons. Mr. Lindblom also an- 
America with them on this occasion. He swered questions as to the state of religious 
also expressed the sympathy felt by all pre-\ liberty in Sweden. 
sent with Mr. Arthur in his present afflict; George Brandt, Esq. (of Amsterdam), ex- 
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indastry and of commerce. _ societies in favour of Sunday observance, in- | 
Congress would enable the different societies tion of this question special efforts will be 
to communicate their experience, supply made to obtain the aid of persons able to 
valuable information, and render mutual aid appreciate the difficulties that have to be 
in promoting their common work. It would overcome and the interests that have to be 
also be a favourable opportunity for bringing protected. 
who, not ha already | Two principal and popular Conferences 
language and 
necessity for 
are able to render valuable service. It might the observance and sanctification of the Lord’s- : 
also prove the means of moving iNN 
and effectually public opinion in the right The Swiss Central Committee, which un- ' 
direction. dertakes the arrangements for the proposed 
The Central Swiss Committee has, there- | Congress, is fully conscious of the large , 
fore, resolved to convene in this city delegates | responsibility laid upon it. It ventures to ) 4 
from the different societies engaged in pro- appeal for, next to the help sought for from | 
moting the observance of the Lord’s-day, and on high, the active co-operation of those 
others favourable to the object in the various | societies which are already engaged in this 
countries of Europe. The Committee have work. 
fixed Thursday, 28th of September, and two In the fullest confidence the members of | 
* 
— (T—Ü—ẽ 
| 
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he was free to that he always felt at home | now which never existed before im united 
| in and specially was he glad to meet Christianity. In America they had had 
＋— Gant Mie. lately a blessed work of revival, and he more 
| Pastor Kolb (from Waurtemberg) felt that than ever believed, however able the op- 
| the members of the Alliance were more than | nents of true Christianity might be, that 
| ever called upon to unite against the com- God is greater than all our enemies. 
N f as well es gross and materialistic. spoke briefly of the value of the Evangelical 
| The Rev. Dr. Milburn —“the blind | Alliance as u bond of union among Christians. 
| preacher of America,” as he is called—in aa The meeting was closed with prayer by the 
eloquent address referred to the formation of Rev. Dr. Fisher, and the company separated 
the Alliance thirty years ago, and to what had | after partaking of refreshments, 
| been accomplished since. There is a power | 
ALLIANCE CONVERSAZIONE AT THE NATIONAL CLUB 
| The annual meeting this year of the | Turquand, Dr. O. H. White, H. M. Waddell, ~ 
members of the Alliance, and other friends| A. Williams, J. Williams; Messrs T. R. 
of Christian union, took place on Thursday, | Andrews, H. J. Atkinson, Edward Bailey, 
: May 18, in the Rooms of the National | T. Bamford, Percy Bankart, J. Braithwaite, 
Clab, Whitehall, kindly placed at their die- T. Percival Bunting, A. G. Burnett, John 
| posal by the Committee of the Club. The | Cheetham, John Church, Dr. Cleveland, J. 
| assembly was very large, including the Earl | Compton, John Corderoy, James Douglas, W. 
| of Chichester, Lord Waveney, Lord A. 8. R. Ellis, John Finch, J. F. Fortesoue, Thos. 
Churchill, the Right Rev. Bishop Ryan, the | Garnett, Dr. Gill, J. Girdlestone, Lockhart 
Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh, Colonel the | Gordon, J. Groom, Samuel Gurney, J. L. 
| Hon. Strange Jocelyn, Captain the Hon. F. Hadley, Robert Johnston, S. Kirby, G. Kirk- 
Maude, K.; the Hon. Thomas Pelham, Sir ham, A. Mackie, W. B. Maingay, Donald 
Harry Verney, Bart.; Sir Thomas M‘Clure,| Matheson, Wm. Morris, W. Nicks, J. F. 
Bart.; Sir Henry Havelock, Bart., M.,; Sir | Oakey, W. H. Peters, H. W. Prockter, B. 
John Coode, C. M. Campbell, Esq., Mr.; Ranyard, John Rylands, J. Sage, T. Sercombe, 
| * C. E. Cawley, Esq., Mr.; W. T. Charley, H. W. Shackell, J. Holt Skinner, W. Marten 
ö Esq., Mr.; Thomas Cave, Beg, Mr.; J. M. Smith, Ebenezer Stiff, H. C. Stuart, W. 
Holt, Esq., Mr.; Robert Heath, Esq, Mr.; Tagg, J. Taylor, EK. Thomas, J. Townley, T. 
f E. Jenkins, Esq. Mr.; A. M‘Arthur, Esq.,| R. Tufnell, William Ward, R T. Webb, etc. - 
1 Mr.; also M. Ede Pressensé, of Paris; Pastor At four o'clock tea ani coffee were sup- 
i Duchemin, of Lyons; Professor Aimé Hum- | plied to the visitors, and at half-past four the 
1 bert, of Neuchatel; Pastor Buscarlet, of Lau- general meeting was opened by the Earl of 
| . anne; Pastors Kolb and Sandberger, of | Chichester taking the chair. In calling upon . 
f Wurtemberg; Pastor Bertelsen, from Den- the Rev. Dr. Nolan to read the Scriptures 
hy mark ; Pastor Lindblom, of Stockholm; Pastor | and offer prayer, his lordship referred to the 
| Garabedian, of Broosa, Turkey; George | circumstance that the Council of the Alliance 
| Brandt, Esq., of Amsterdam ; Rev. Dr. Bliss, had suggested that day for special thanks- 
1 of Beyrout; Rev. H. P. Chase, of Canada; giving and praise to be offered to Almighty 
| Rev. J. Sadler, of Amoy, China; General | God by the members of the Alliance through- 
Alexander, General Burrows, Colonel Beamish, | out the United Kingdom for the safe return 
) ; thanksgiving was accordingly presented by 
| William Allan, R. 8. Ashton, Canon Auriol, Dr. Nolan, in which the whole assembly 
i Dr. Aveling, Samuel Bardsley, L. D. Bevan, | joined. N 
f Francis Cooper, R. H. Davies, James Davis, The Earl of Chichester said it gave him 
- O. C. Domville, James Fleming, Dr. Donald | very great pleasure to see so many friends ö 
ö Fraser, C. B. Gibson, H. F. 8. Gurney, Dr. | gathered together, and especially to see 80 
N John Harrison, J. Hiles Hitchens, W. J. many Protestant brethren from abroad, as it 
f Holder, Robert Johnston, John Jones, R. H. | showed that they acknowledged each other as 
} Killick, H. J. Knapp, James Long, H. V. members of the one true and he 
ui. Macdonna, J. T. Manley, J. Manners, Dr. F In 
i Nolan, J. 8. Russell, & Shoobridge, Henry | England they had been a little backward in 
! Simon, G. H. Stanton, S. D. Stubbs, John | manifesting sympathy towards their Protest- 
| N P. Tiddy, L. S. Tugwell, P. J. ant brethren abroad; and it was the aim of 
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